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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Author headlines WGS Festival; activities start today 
Three days of events surrounding the theme 
"Work and Gender" begin today as Grand 
Valley's Women and Gender Studies program 
presents its annual WGS Festival. 
The event features a number of speakers and 
performers, including grand opening cere-
monies for the GVSU Women 's Center and 
Colombia Week activities sponsored by the 
Latin American Studies program. WGS activi-
ties begin at 10 a.m. today and Tuesday, and at 
noon on Wednesday. Call x18516 for a com-
plete list of presentations. 
Keynote speaker for the WGS Festival is 
award-winning family researcher Stephanie 
Coontz, author of the groundbreaking The Way 
We Never Were: American Families and the 
Nostalgia Trap. Coontz will examine work-life 
issues in the 21st century in her speech, "Half 
the Workforce Doesn't Have a Wife," at 7 p.m. 
March 19 in the Pere Marquette Room of the 
Kirkhof Center. 
Coontz, a professor at The Evergreen State 
College in Olympia, Washington, has pub-
Across Campus 
Retirement plan 
counseling available 
Representatives from TIAA-CREF will be 
available to discuss retirement planning during 
individual appointments on campus at the fol-
lowing times: 
• Tuesday, March 18, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., 145 Lake 
Michigan Hall. 
• Wednesday, March 19, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. , 145 
Lake Michigan Hall. 
• Thursday, March 20, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., 279C 
De Vos Center. 
• Friday, March 21, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., 279C 
De Vos Center. 
To schedule an appointment, call TIAA-CREF 
at 800-842-2044, or visit the Web site, 
www.tiaa-cref.org/moc. 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
lished six books on 
gender roles and family 
issues , including The 
Way We Really Are: 
Coming to Terms With 
America's Changing 
Families. Called "bril-
liant and invariably 
provocative" by the 
New York Times Book 
Review, Coontz has 
written for the Wall 
Street Journal, 
Stephanie Coontz 
Harper 's, and the Washington Post, among 
others, and has been featured on many major 
news and talk shows. 
Women's Center grand opening 
The featured speaker for tonight, 1977 alumna 
Katha Kissman, highlights grand opening 
events for the GVSU Women 's Center. 
Kissman, president and CEO of the national 
organization, Leadership America, Inc. , will 
speak on "The Reality of Equality: The Value 
and Promise of Grand Valley's Women's 
Center," at 7 p.m. in the Pere Marquette 
Room, Kirkhof Center. 
Other events include 
singing by the 
Choristers of the West 
Academy of Music for 
Girls, and a poetry 
reading by Patricia 
Clark and Lauren 
Smith. The Women's 
Center is located in 
room 161 Kirkhof 
Center. 
Mary Roldan 
Colombia Week events 
Tuesday 's events coincide with Colombia 
Week activities and are highlighted by a 
lecture by Cornell University historian Mary 
Roldan, author of Blood and Fire: La 
Violencia in Antioquia, Colombia, 1946-53. 
Roldan's speech," Women, Work and 
Colombia's La Violencia in Historical 
Perspective," focuses on the roots of the cur-
rent civil war in Colombia and will be held 
continued on page 2 
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Fetal alcohol syndrome 
is focus of daylong 
conference 
Effective treatments for fetal alcohol syn-
drome (FAS) will be the topic of a daylong 
conference sponsored by the School of Social 
Work in partnership with the Michigan Foster 
and Adoptive Parent Association. 
The Professional Development Day, titled 
"FAS/FAE Children - Supporting the 
Caregiver," will be held on Thursday, March 
20, at the Amway Grand Plaza Hotel in Grand 
Rapids. The conference - open to all inter-
ested individuals - runs from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Registration is $10 for students, $35 for all 
others. For more information, call the School 
of Social Work at x16573. 
Featured facilitator for the conference is 
Heather Carmichael Olson, a senior researcher 
with the Center on Human Development and 
Disability at the University of Washington. 
Olson's research has focused on the impact of 
parental substance abuse on children's devel-
opment. At the conference she will explore 
treatment plans for children and adolescents 
with special needs caused by prenatal expo-
sure to alcohol. Symptoms of FAS/FAE (fetal 
alcohol effects) include memory and language 
problems, impulse control difficulties, and 
short attention span. 
The conference is part of Grand Valley's 
ongoing Ara Cary Lecture Series, which pays 
tribute to one of the founders of the School of 
Social Work and the longtime director of the 
Grand Rapids Child Guidance Clinic. 
Proceeds go to Grand Valley 's Social Work 
Minority Student Scholarship Fund. 
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GVFaces 
Carol Lopucki, director of the Michigan Small 
Business and Technology Development Center 
Carol Lopucki said she looked around the room at the other women 
honored at a luncheon sponsored by the Grand Rapids Business Journal 
and felt awestruck. 
Granholm announced a new technology 
designation for the MI-SBTDC on 
February 6. The center, headquartered at 
Grand Valley, was one of only two in the 
nation to receive such a designation. 
"It's awesome to be picked out as a leader when you are doing what you 
do everyday," said Lopucki , director of the Michigan Small Business and 
Technology Development Center. 
Lopucki said her recent honor provides 
an avenue to tout the work accomplished 
at MI-SBTDC. 
Lopucki was among 50 area women honored as the "most influential" by 
the Business Journal at a March 3 lunch at Frederik Meijer Gardens. 
"I get to talk and work with small 
business owners, and they are the last 
idealists," she said. 
Carol Lopucki Also honored were Grand Valley's Pat Oldt, vice president for Equity and 
Planning, and Margaret Sellers Walker, associate director of the Dorothy 
A. Johnson Center for Philanthropy and Nonprofit Leadership. 
GV Faces 
The luncheon capped a busy month for Lopucki, who joined Gov. 
Jennifer Granholm at an early February news conference and later spoke 
before the state Senate Appropriations Committee. Lopucki said she pre-
sented senators with an overview of the MI-SBTDC and how the network 
"works as a federal organization with the state to tum around the econo-
my as it impacts small businesses." 
Help us tell the interesting stories behind Grand Valley by nominating 
someone for a profile. E-mail the Forum, forum@gvsu.edu, with 
names and contact information. 
••• 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Joel J. Orosz, distinguished professor of phi-
lanthropy, was interviewed by the Chronicle of 
Philanthropy for the feature story on the drop 
in charitable foundation assets. 
Jim Houston, professor of criminal justice, 
was interviewed by WGVU Radio about the 
threat of terrorism. 
Been interviewed by a reporter? E-mail a 
"Sketch" to the Forum,forum@gvsu.edu. 
Sketches 
David Stark, assistant professor of history, 
presented a paper, titled "Committed to a 
Principle: Eighteenth-Century Afro Puerto 
Ricans and the Establishment of San Mateo de 
Cangrejos (Santurce), Puerto Rico," at the 
Conference on Black Studies: Methodology, 
Pedagogy, and Research in New York City. 
Azizur Rahman, assistant professor of engi-
neering, wrote an article, titled "Improved 
Operating Characteristics of Three Phase 
Single-Stage Soft-Switched AC-to-DC Bridge 
Converter in DCM," published in the 
International Conference on Electrical and 
Computer Engineering 2002 materials. 
Economics faculty members Gerald Simons 
and Paul Isely presented a paper, titled "The 
Effects of Acquisitions and Joint Ventures on 
innovation in the U.S . Automotive Industry," at 
the Eastern Economics Association annual 
conference in New York City. 
WGVU-AM/FM received a "Best in 
Category" award for Community Involvement 
from the Michigan Association of Broadcasters 
for a program, titled "Encouraging Future 
Voters ... A Special State Senate Debate," pro-
duced and hosted by WGVU News and Public 
Affairs Manager Fred Martino. 
Steve Glass, associate professor movement 
science, was named chair of the Academic 
Standards and Clinical Competencies 
Subcommittee for the American College of 
Sports Medicine. The committee is in charge of 
accreditation of university health/fitness and 
cardiac rehab curricular programs. 
-------------------------•••-------------------------
FORUM 
Volume 27, Number 32 
The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Coffill , editor, c/o 
forum @gvsu.edu. Telephone: 6 16-33 1-2221. 
Fax: 616-33 1-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form.html. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirma-
tive action/equal opportunity institution. 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley's daily online 
publication, on the Web at: 
www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
GVNOW 
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WGS Festival will include presentations by Claudia Gomez 
continued from page I 
2:30-4 p.m. on Tuesday, March 18, at the Cook-
DeWitt Center. 
Colombian singer/songwriter Claudia Gomez will 
be featured from 7-10 p.m. Tuesday, in the 
Loosemore Auditorium, De Vos Center. Her per-
formance will be followed by a panel discussion 
featuring Roldan, computer science professor 
Christian Trefftz, and other speakers discussing pos-
sible solutions to the war in Colombia. Gomez' per-
formance,"Women, Voices of the Land," speaks of 
the creativity and resilience of Colombians caught 
up in a cycle of violence. 
Claudia Gomez can also be heard on Wednesday, 
March 19, from 1-2 p.m., in the Van Solkema 
Recital Hall, Performing Arts Center, where she will 
present a workshop on Latin American music. 
What's Ahead 
Awards will be announced at 
Women's Festival 
Two award recipients will be honored at the Women's Festival Awards 
Ceremony on Wednesday, March 19, at 6 p.m. in the Grand River Room 
of the Kirkhof Center. 
The Maxine Swanson Award, given by the Women's Commission, will be 
presented to Catherine Frerichs, director of Pew Faculty Teaching and 
Learning Center and current chair of the Women's Commission. 
During Frerichs' leadership, the commission helped establish the Women's 
Center and has continued to keep women 's issues at the forefront during 
the university's leadership transition. Frerichs is the sixth recipient of the 
Swanson Award, named after the first woman president of the Grand 
Valley Board of Control. Past recipients are Virginia Gordon, Mary Seeger, 
Georgiana Klein, Diana Pace, and Marlene Kowalski-Braun. 
The Barbara Jordan Award will also be presented. Kept a secret until the 
presentation, the Jordan award goes to a person who has made lasting and 
profound contributions in the areas of women 's scholarship and leader-
ship. Named for the Texas legislator who died in 1996, Barbara Jordan 
was the first black woman to deliver the keynote address at the 
Democratic convention. Past recipients are Roberta Simone, Doris Rucks, 
Jacqueline Johnson, Cindy Mader, Mary de Young, Linda Chown, and 
Mary Seeger. 
The ceremony, which will begin with a reception at 5:45 p.m., will also 
include presentations of two new awards: the Positive Black Women 
Scholarship award and the Female Student Award (presented by the 
Women's Center). Special recognition will go to Pat Oldt, Margaret 
Sellers Walker, and Carol Lopucki for being selected by the Grand Rapids 
Business Journal on its "50 Most Influential Women" list. 
'Scheduling 101' workshop planned 
The EXCEL Program and the Housing Office are co-sponsoring a 
"Scheduling 101" Workshop for freshmen on Wednesday, March 19, at 
9 p.m. in the Kistler Hall Lobby. 
Faculty and staff members are asked to encourage students to bring a 
copy of their degree analysis of academic progress to the workshop for 
additional assistance. For more information call Suzanne at xl3780. 
The Vienna Comedy Project continues 
with music by Schubert 
The Old Vienna Comedy Project is back. This fourth "salon" evening of 
songs and readings will feature "Schubert and Naubert," with most songs 
by Austria's greatest songwriter, Franz Schubert, and readings from 
Germany's first important historical novelist, Benedicte Naubert. 
GVSU soprano and music historian Lisa Feurzeig, who has researched the 
rich 19th century theatrical tradition in Vienna, will lead the cast of the 
faculty-student collaboration. 
Two performances will be held on March 20 and 22 at 8 p.m. in the 
Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall, Performing Arts Center. 
'Idiot's Delight,' opening this week, 
presents a timely pre-war spectacle 
Grand Valley's final production of the season, Robert Sherwood's 1936 
Pulitzer Prize-winning drama Idiot's Delight, has turned out to be a 
topical play for a nation moving toward a foreign war. 
The play takes place on the eve of WWII in a posh Alpine resort at the 
Italian/Swiss border, where a trainload of Europeans and Americans are 
temporarily detained by the threat of hostilities. The travelers are an 
eccentric international group that includes the vulgar but lovable 
American Harry Van and his 
six traveling blonde showgirls 
(who end up doing their song-
and-dance routines around Nazi 
dive bombers). At the center of 
the action is the love affair that 
develops between the irrepress-
ible Harry Van and the 
inscrutable Russian Irene, who, 
with the war erupting around 
them, fight to stay together as 
the bombs fall. 
Far from being a serious mani-
festo for or against war, 
Sherwood's play is a romantic 
comedy that plunges "inno-
cent" but well-meaning 
Americans into the lion 's den 
of pre-war Europe, according to 
faculty director Roger Ellis. 
Idiot's Delight received rave 
reviews when it premiered in 
1936. In 1939 it was made into 
a film starring Clark Gable and 
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Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Theater students Trinity Bird and 
Melissa Fortino star as Harry Van and 
Irene in 'Idiot's Delight,' running 
March 21-29. 
Norma Shearer - most remembered for Gable's song-and-dance routine 
to Puttin' on the Ritz. Grand Valley 's production features a cast of 30 stu-
dent actors, singers, musicians and dancers. 
Idiot's Delight is presented March 21, 22, 27, 28 and 29 at 7:30 
p.m., and March 23 and 29 at 2 p.m. at the Louis Armstrong 
Theatre. 
Tickets - $8 faculty/staff, $5 college students - are available at the 
Rowers to host first regatta of season 
The Grand Valley State University Rowing Club will host the Lubbers' 
Cup Rowing Regatta on Saturday, March 22, from 10:30 a.m.-1 :30 p.m. 
on the Grand River in downtown Grand Rapids. 
Boats launch from Riverside Park, just north of the Ann Street Bridge. 
Crews from the University of Michigan, Michigan State, Notre Dame and 
the University of Western Ontario are expected to compete. 
For more information visit the rowing club Web site at 
www2.gvsu.edu/-crew. 
Fair will showcase integrated technology 
in classrooms 
The second Teaching and Leaming with Technology Fair is planned for 
March 26 from 1-5 p.m. in the DeVos Center. 
Sponsored by the Faculty Teaching and Leaming Center and the 
Educational Technology Department, the fair will begin with a keynote 
address by Mark Adams, director of online training at facultytraining.net, 
in Loosemore Auditorium. 
Adams' humorous speech, "How Swing Dancing Can Improve Teaching 
and Learning with Technology," will detail his perspectives on teaching 
with technology gained from experiences at the U.S. Naval Post-Graduate 
School, Michigan Virtual University, Church of England Board of 
Education, and the Instituto de Empresa in Madrid, as well as vocational 
schools, virtual high schools, community colleges and universities. 
Faculty exhibits will be open from 2-5 p.m. in the exhibition hall outside 
the auditorium. For more information, call Glenna Decker at x 12598. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Arts Hotline (616) 331-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Mon.-Wed., March 17-19 
Women and Gender Studies Festival. Grand 
River Room, KC. Call xl2748 for more 
information. 
Mon., March 17 
7 p.m.: Women's Center Grand Opening 
Celebration featuring speaker Katha Kissman. 
Grand River Room, KC. Call x12748 for 
more information. 
Tues., March 18 
lOa.m.-2 p.m.: Padnos International Center 
Winter Study Abroad Fair. Henry Hall 
Atrium. For more 
information call 
x I 3898. 
12 noon: Arts at Noon 
Series. Makoto Nakura, 
Japanese marimba vir-
tuoso, presents his 
debut recital. CDC. 
Call xl3484 for more 
information. 
2:30-4 p.m.: Latin 
American Studies 
Makoto Nakura 
Program, "Contested Peripheries: Violence in 
Antioquia and Colombia, 1946-2003," pre-
sented by Mary Roldan. CDC. Call x13414 
for more information. 
7-10 p.m. : Latin American Studies Performance, 
"Women, Voices of the Land," by Claudia 
Gomez, followed by panel: "Futures for 
Columbia: Beyond the News." Loosemore 
Auditorium, De Vos Center. Call xl3414 for 
more information. 
Wed., March 19 
12 noon-1 :30 p.m.: Women's Center 
International Women Student Panel. Pere 
Marquette Room, KC. Call xl2748 for more 
information. 
1-2 p.m.: Latin American Studies Workshop on 
Latin American Music. Sherman Van Solkema 
Recital Hall, PAC. Call xl3414 for more 
information. 
3 p.m.: AWRI Seminar. "The Role of Landscape 
Context on Lake Chemistry and Biology," by 
Patricia A. Soranno. Lake Michigan Center, 
Multi-purpose Room. Call x13749 for more 
information. 
6 p.m.: Women 's Festival Awards Ceremony. 
Reception begins at 5:45 p.m. Grand River 
Room, KC. 
7 p.m.: Women's Festival speaker, Stephanie 
Coontz, "Half the Workforce Doesn't Have a 
Wife: Work-Life Issues in the New 
Millennium." Loosemore Auditorium, De Vos 
Center. Call x12748 for more information. 
Thurs., March 20 
8 p.m. : Music Department Concert. The Old 
Vienna Comedy Project. Show No. 4. 
"Schubert and Naubert." Sherman Van 
Solkema Recital Hall, PAC. Call x 13484 for 
more information. 
Fri., March 21 
9-1 1 a.m.: FTLC Lecture. "How TEACH Act, 
the New Copyright Law, Affects Teaching." 
250 KC, Cabins A, B, and C. Call x 13498 for 
more information. 
9-11 a.m.: Human Resources Leadership 
Development Program, "The Rise of the 
Creative Class," by Richard Florida. 215/216 
KC. Call xl2215 for more information. 
7:30 p.m.: Theater production of Robert 
Sherwood's "Idiot's Delight." LAT, PAC. Call 
x 12300 for ticket information. 
8 p.m.: Music Department guest artist perform-
ance featuring James Thompson, trumpet, and 
Rebecca Wilt, piano. CDC. Call x 13484 for 
more information. 
Sat., March 22 
9 a.m.-6 p.m.: Michigan Science Olympiad 
Regional Tournament. Fieldhouse. Call 
x 13172 for more information. 
7:30 p.m. : Theater production of Robert 
Sherwood's "Idiot Delight." LAT, PAC. Call 
xl2300 for ticket information. 
8 p.m.: Music Department Concert. The Old 
Vienna Comedy Project. Show No. 4. 
"Schubert and Naubert." Sherman Van 
Solkema Recital Hall, PAC. Call xl3484 for 
more information. 
VENTS 
Sun., March 23 
2 p.m. : Music Department Small Ensembles 
Concert featuring Madrigal Ensemble, 
Chamber Orchestra, and GVSU Trumpet 
Ensemble. CDC. Call x13484 for more infor-
mation. 
2 p.m.: Theater production of Robert Sherwood's 
"Idiot Delight." LAT, PAC. Call x12300 for 
ticket information. 
3 p.m. : William Baum Lecture Series featuring 
Young Hi Moon, piano. Sherman Van 
Solkema Recital Hall, PAC. Call x 13484 for 
more information. 
Sports 
Sports Hotline: (616) 331-3800 
Game times subject to change. 
Wed., March 19 
3 p.m.: Softball. Olivet College at Grand Valley. 
Sat., March 22 
10:30 a.m. -1:30 p.m.: Rowing Team hosts 
Lubbers ' Cup Regatta. Grand Rapids . 
12 noon: Baseball at Gannon University. Erie, 
PA. 
1 p.m.: Softball. Cornerstone University at 
Grand Valley. 
5 p.m.: Women's Tennis. University of 
Indianapolis at Grand Valley. 
Sun., March 23 
12 noon: Women's Tennis at Albion College. 
12 noon: Baseball at Gannon University. Erie, 
PA. 
Sun.-Mon., March 23-24 
All Day: Men 's Golf NCAA Regional Qualifier 
No. 2 at Falls of Rough, KY. 
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